
 
  

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY 

USDA STAFF AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT 

POLICY 

                                                                               

 Required Report - public distribution  

                     

           

Date: 10/18/2010  

GAIN Report Number:  JA0030 

   

Japan 

   

Potatoes and Potato Products Annual  

  

  

Japanese Imports of U.S. Fresh Potatoes Hit a Record High  
  

   

Approved By:  

Jeffrey Nawn 

  

Prepared By:  

Kenzo Ito, Jennifer Clever 
  

Report Highlights:  

In marketing year 2009/10, Japan imported a record 1,899 metric tons of U.S. fresh potatoes, the 

highest level of imports since Japan opened its market in 2006.  Similarly, Japanese imports of U.S. 

frozen (not fried) potato products reached the highest level on record at 8,910 metric tons, a 40 percent 

jump from the previous season.  Imports of U.S. frozen French fries also increased by about 2 

percent.     

  

 

  

Commodities: 

Potato Products, Fresh, frozen, and dehydrated 
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Fresh Potatoes 

Fresh Potato Data: 

Fresh Potatoes   Market Year Market Year Market Year 

    Begin: Begin: Begin: 

    July 2008 July 2009 July 2010 

    MY2008/09 MY2009/10 MY2010/11 

Area Planted Total Area 84,930 83,020 82,200 
(HR) For Fresh Market 27,600 27,000 26,720 

  For Processing 57,330 56,020 55,480 

Area Harvested Total Area 84,930 83,020 82,200 
(HR) For Fresh Market 27,600 27,000 26,720 

  For Processing 57,330 56,020 55,480 

Production Total Production 2,740,800 2,444,700 2,296,000 
(MT) For Fresh Market 890,800 794,500 746,200 

  For Processing 1,850,000 1,650,200 1,549,800 

Consumption Total Consumption 2,248,800 1,984,700 1,853,000 
(MT) For Fresh Market 731,000 645,000 602,200 

  For Processing 1,517,800 1,339,700 1,250,800 

Source: MAFF         
MY2010/11 data: Post estimates       
Breakdown for fresh market and for processing is estimated by Post   

  

Production  

  

In Japan, approximately 98 percent of potato seedlings are planted in the spring and harvested in the 

summer and fall.  Eighty percent of Japanôs potatoes are produced in the Hokkaido region, its  

northernmost island.  The rest are produced in Honshu, the main island of Japan, and Kyushu, the third-

largest and southernmost of its four main islands.  

  

Potatoes in the Hokkaido region are planted in the late spring and harvested in September and 

October.  Many of the Hokkaido potatoes are kept in stocks and are available in the market through the 

following spring.  Potatoes in Honshu and Kyushu are largely planted in the spring and harvested from 

May through August.   

  

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), in MY 2009/10 Japan 

produced 2.444 million metric tons of fresh potatoes from a total crop area of approximately 83,000 

hectares.  Relative to MY 2008/09, this seasonôs planting area was down about 2 percent and consistent 

with a multi-year declining trend. The average yield also lowered by about 9 percent to 29.5 metric 




