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Potatoesand Potato Products Annual

Japanese Imports of U.SFresh PotatoesHit a Record High
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Report Highlights:

In marketing year 2009/10, Japan imported a record 1,899 metric tons of U.S. fresh potatoes, tl
highest level of imports since Japan opened its market in 2Bi@élarly, Japanese imports of U.S.
frozen (rot fried) potato products reached the highest level on record at 8,910 metric tons, a 40

jump from the previous seasohlmports of U.S. frozen French fries also increased by about 2
percent.

Commodities:
Potato Products,resh, fozen and dehydrate



Potatoesand Potato Products Annual

Fresh Potatoes
FreshPotatoData:
Fresh Potatoes Market Year [Market Year [Market Year
Begin: Begin: Begin:
July 2008 July 2009 July 2010
MY?2008/09 MY?2009/10 MY2010/11
Area Planted Total Area 84,930 83,020 82,200
(HR) For Fresh Market 27,600 27,000 26,720
For Processing 57,330 56,020 55,480
Area Harvested Total Area 84,930 83,020 82,200
(HR) For Fresh Market 27,600 27,000 26,720
For Processing 57,330 56,020 55,480
Production Total Production 2,740,800 2,444,700 2,296,000
(MT) For Fresh Market 890,800 794,500 746,200
For Processing 1,850,000 1,650,200 1,549,800
Consumption Total Consumption 2,248,800 1,984,700 1,853,000
(MT) For Fresh Market 731,000 645,000 602,200
For Processing 1,517,800 1,339,700 1,250,800
Source: MAFF
MY2010/11 data: Post estimates
||Breakdown for fresh market and for processing is estimated by Post

Production

In Japanapproximately98 percentof potatoseedlingsareplaniedin the springandharvestedin the
summerandfall. EightypercentofJ a p gatabossareproducedn the Hokkaidoregion,its
northernmosisland. Therestareproducedn Honshuthe mainislandof JapanandKyushu,thethird-
largestandsouthernmstof its four mainislands.

Potatoesn the Hokkaidoregionareplantedin thelate springandharvestedn Septembeanc
October. Many of the Hokkaidopotatoesarekeptin stocksandareavailablein the marketthroughthe
following spring. Potatosin HonshuandKyushuarelargelyplantedin the springandharvestedrom
May throughAugust.

Accordingto the Ministry of Agriculture, ForestryandFisheriegMAFF), in MY 2009/10Japan
produced.444million metrictonsof freshpotatoedrom atotal cropareaof approximately83,000
hectares.Relativeto MY 2008/09thiss e a splantibgareawasdownabout2 percentandconsistent
with a multi-yeardecliningtrend. Theaverageyield alsoloweredby about9 percentto 29.5metric






